(G)   ONLY IF THEY WITHDRAW
"Till the last day you said there can be no Swaraj without
Hindu Muslim unity. Now why is it that you say that there
will be no unity until India has achieved independence", the
Nagpur correspondent of the Hindu asked Gandhiji the other
day.
Gandhiji replied, "Time is a merciless, if it is also a merci-
ful friend and healer. I claim to be amongst the oldest lovers
of Hindu Muslim unity and I remain one even today. I have
been asking myself why every whole-hearted attempt made
by all including myself to reach unity has failed, and failed
so completely that I have entirely fallen from grace and am
described by some Muslim papers as the greatest enemy of
islam in India. It is a phenomenon I can only' account for by
the fact that the third power, even without deliberately wish-
ing it, will not allow real unity to take place. Therefore I
have come to the reluctant conclusion that the two- communi-
ties will come together almost immediately after the British
power comes to a final end in India. If independence is the
immediate goal of the Congress and the League then, without
needing to come to any terms, all will fight together to be free
from bondage. When the bondage is done with, not merely
the two organizations but all parties will find it to their in-
terest to come together and make the fullest use of the liberty
in order to evolve a national government suited to the genius
of India. I do not care what it is called. Whatever it is, in
order to be stable it has to represent the masses in the fullest
sense of the term. And, if it is to be broad-based upon the
will of the people, it must be predominantly non-violent. Any-
way, up to my last breath, I hope I shall be found working to
that end, for I see no hope for humanity without the accep-
tance of non-violence. We are witnessing the bankruptcy of
violence from day to day. There is no hope for humanity if
the senseless fierce mutual slaughter is to continue."
(Harijan, June 21, 1942, p, 198)
(H)   DELIBERATE DISTORTION
11 regard my proposal as fool-proof. The operations of the
Allied forces against Japanese aggression have been left intact"
under my proposal which amounts to this that Britain should
become true to her declaration, withdraw from India as con-
queror and therefore controller of her destiny, and leave India
to shape her own destiny without the slightest interference
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